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March 11, 2025 

1:00 P.M. To Adjournment  
 

This meeting is being held virtually. The public is invited to attend. 
 

VIRTUAL INFORMATION 
How to participate: 

 
Meeting Link: 

Microsoft Teams 
Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 261 081 372 034 
Passcode: gA2qZ9mu 

 
Join by phone:  

+1 775-321-6111,,285407238#   United States, Reno 
Find a local number 

Phone conference ID: 285 407 238# 
For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN 

 
NOTICE:  

1. Agenda items may be taken out of order;  
2. Two or more items may be combined; and 
3. Items may be removed from agenda or delayed at any time.  

 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDFmOGI1ZTAtOTZjMC00MTVlLWI5YjYtNDBlOGQ4NDE4MGZh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e4a340e6-b89e-4e68-8eaa-1544d2703980%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2243a5afc4-10d0-4905-b4d4-3d419a24dd85%22%7d
tel:+17753216111,,285407238
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/1ef7fc5c-3859-4a06-ba30-c622c05e60f9?id=285407238
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=43a5afc4-10d0-4905-b4d4-3d419a24dd85&tenantId=e4a340e6-b89e-4e68-8eaa-1544d2703980&threadId=19_meeting_ZDFmOGI1ZTAtOTZjMC00MTVlLWI5YjYtNDBlOGQ4NDE4MGZh@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing
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1. Call to order and Roll Call:  

 

2. Public Comment: No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment 
unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. To 
provide public comment telephonically, dial +1 775-321-6111. When prompted to provide the 
meeting ID, enter 285 407 238#. Due to time considerations, comments will be limited to 
five (5) minutes. Members of the public utilizing the call-in (audio only) number may raise 
their hand by pressing *5.  Persons making comments will be asked to begin by stating 
their name for the record and to spell their last name. 

 
3. For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action for the 2025 State Legislative Session-Allison 

Genco, Chair  

Assembly Bill (AB)  

1. AB53 Education, provisions relating to outdoor recreational education (school gardens)  
2. AB75 Clark Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board, changing grant funding by proposing 

funding for first quarter then reimbursing through the rest of the year.  
3. AB80 Natural Resources, healthy soil initiative  
4. AB85 Natural Resources, keeping track of invertebrate populations (bees and butterflies)  
5. AB108 Ways and Means, appropriation to outdoor education and recreation grant program  
6. AB116 Commerce and Labor, concerning food delivery service platforms 
7. AB325 Committee on Health and Human Services, revises provisions relating to businesses 
8. AB333 Committee on Government Affairs, revises provisions relating to governmental 

administration 
9. AB246 Committee on Judiciary, revises provisions relating to offenders 
10. AB268 Committee on Way and Means, makes and appropriation on the State Department 

of Agriculture for universal free breakfast and lunch for Nevada pupils.  
11. AB251 Committee on Natural Resources, revises provisions relating to the inspection of 

meat and poultry  
 

 Senate Bill (SB) 
12. SB21 Natural Resources, revise the membership on outdoor recreation 
13. SB55 Agricultural Tourism  
14. SB78 Department of Business and Industry, formation of new office to oversee boards and 

commissions where 58 Boards likely impacted, including the remove Council on Aging and 
combined with Alzheimer’s.   

15. SB104 Finance, appropriation to other state education program for the maintenance of 
school gardens 

16. SB184 Health and Human Services, restricting latex materials  
17. SB233 Committee on Natural Resources, revises provisions relating to agriculture  
18. SB282 Committee on Government Affairs, provisions relating to food security 
19. SB169 Committee on Commerce and Labor, prohibits a third-party restaurant reservation 

service platform provider from engaging in certain activities 
 
 

             Bill Draft Request (BDR)  
20. BDR58-228 Revises provisions governing energy  
21. BDR32-426 Revises provisions relating to agrivoltaics 
22. BDR34-674 Revises provisions related to school and community wellness.  
23. BDR50-911 Revises provisions relating to food insecurity 

tel:+17753216111,,651121288
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11845/Text
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11895/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11900/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11906/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12003/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12017/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12446/Text
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12425/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12276/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12315/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12281/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11776/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11847/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11891/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/11995/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12202/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12337/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12484/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/83rd2025/Bill/12187/Overview
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4. Public Comment: No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment 
unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item. To 
provide public comment telephonically, dial +1 775-321-6111. When prompted to provide the 
meeting ID, enter 285 407 238#. Due to time considerations, comments will be limited to 
five (5) minutes. Members of the public utilizing the call-in (audio only) number may raise 
their hand by pressing *5.  Persons making comments will be asked to begin by stating 
their name for the record and to spell their last name. 
 

5. Adjournment: Allison Genco, Chair 

 

 

 
NOTICES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS HAVE BEEN POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

 
PHYSICAL POSTING LOCATIONS  

 
• The Division of Public and Behavioral Health: 4150 Technology Way Carson City, NV 89706  

 
• Food Bank of Northern Nevada: 550 Italy Drive. Sparks, NV 89437 

 
• Nevada WIC Office: 680 West Nye Lane Ste. 205 Carson City, NV 89703 

 
• Three Square Food Bank: 4190 N. Pecos Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89115 

 
• Helping Hands of Vegas Valley: 3640 N. 5th St. Suite 130 North Las Vegas, NV 89032 

 
INTERNET POSTING: 

 
• The Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health website at 

Nevada_Council_on_Food_Security_Meeting_Schedule_for_2025 and the Department of 
Administration’s website at https://notice.nv.gov/  
 

• In addition, the agenda and/or meeting information was mailed to groups and individuals as 
requested and posted online at: https://notice.nv.gov/ and https://dpbh.nv.gov .  

 
This body will provide at least two public comment periods in compliance with the minimum requirements 
of the Open Meeting Law prior to adjournment. Additionally, it is the goal of Nevada Council on Food 
Security to also afford the public with an item-specific public comment period. No action may be taken on a 
matter raised under public comment unless the item has been specifically included on the agenda as an 
item upon which action may be taken. The Chair retains discretion to only provide for the Open Meeting 
Law’s minimum public comment and not call for additional item-specific public comment when it is 
deemed necessary by the chair to the orderly conduct of the meeting. 
 
 
This meeting is a public meeting, recorded and held in compliance with and pursuant to the Nevada Open 
Meeting Law, pursuant to Nevada Revised Statues (NRS) 241.  By Participating, you consent to recording of 

tel:+17753216111,,651121288
https://dpbh.nv.gov/Programs/OFS/GCFS_Meetings/2025/Nevada_Council_on_Food_Security_Meeting_Schedule_for_2025/
https://notice.nv.gov/
https://notice.nv.gov/
https://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/HealthFacilities/Advisory_Councils/PalliativeCare/PallCareMeetings/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-241.html
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your participation in this meeting.  All voting members should leave their cameras on for the duration of 
the meeting and refrain from entering any information into the chat function of the video platform.    

We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who are disabled and wish 
to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements are necessary, please notify Rory Fuller in writing by email 
(r.fuller@health.nv.gov), by mail (CFS, Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health, 4150 Technology 
Way, Suite 210, Carson City, NV 89706) or by calling (775) 684-2203 before the meeting date.  

If you need supporting documents for this meeting, please notify Rory Fuller, Division of Public and 
Behavioral Health, Bureau of Child, Family and Community Wellness, at (775) 684-2203 or by email at 
r.fuller@health.nv.gov. Supporting materials are available for the public on the Nevada Division of Public 
and Behavioral Health website at CWCD Meeting Schedule for 2025 
(Nevada_Council_on_Food_Security_Meeting_Schedule_for_2025) and on the Department of 
Administration’s website at https://notice.nv.gov/ . 

If at any time during the meeting, an individual who has been named on the agenda or has an item 
specifically regarding them, including on the agenda is unable to participate because of technical 
difficulties, please contact r.fuller@health.nv.gov and note at what time the difficulty started to that matters 
pertaining specifically to their participation may be continued to a future agenda if needed or otherwise 
addressed.   

Please be cautious and do not click on links in the chat area of the meeting unless you have verified that 
they are safe.  If you ever have questions about a link in a document purporting to be from Palliative Care 
and Quality of Life, please do not hesitate to contact r.fuller@health.nv.gov.  Please refrain from 
commenting in the chat area of the meeting, unless requested to, because minutes are required to be 
taken of the meeting.    

Use of obscenities or other behavior which disrupts the meeting to the extent that its orderly conduct is 
made impractical may result in the forfeiture of the opportunity to provide public comment or removal 
from the meeting.  
 
Written comments in excess of one typed page on any agenda items which requires a vote are respectfully 
requested to be submitted to the Council at the above address five (5) calendar days prior to the meeting to 
ensure that adequate consideration is given to the material. 
 
Anyone who would like to be on the CFS mailing list must submit a written request every six months to the 
Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral Health at the address listed above. 

 
 CFS, DPBH, Attn: Rory Fuller  
 4150 Technology Way, Suite 210 
 Carson City, Nevada 89706 
 

https://dpbh.nv.gov/Programs/OFS/GCFS_Meetings/2025/Nevada_Council_on_Food_Security_Meeting_Schedule_for_2025/
https://notice.nv.gov/
mailto:r.fuller@health.nv.gov
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SUMMARY—Revises provisions relating to food security. (BDR 18-75) 

 

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 

 Effect on the State: Contains Appropriation not included in Executive Budget. 

 

AN ACT relating to food; requiring the Department of Health and Human Services to establish 

and administer the Grocery Initiative to award grants of money and provide technical 

assistance and other information to certain grocery stores in this State for certain 

purposes; revising the duties of the Council on Food Security; making an appropriation; 

and providing other matters properly relating thereto. 

 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 

 Existing law creates the Council on Food Security within the Department of Health and Human 

Services which is charged with various duties relating to food security. (NRS 232.4966, 232.4968) 

Section 3 of this bill requires the Department, in coordination with the Council, to establish and 

administer the Grocery Initiative to award grants of money and provide technical assistance and 

other information to certain grocery stores in this State to expand access to healthy foods in food 

deserts and areas at risk of becoming food deserts. To the extent money is available, section 3 

requires the Department to award grants of money to certain grocery stores for certain purposes.  

 Section 5 of this bill requires the Department, to the extent money is available, to: (1) provide 

technical assistance to any grocery store awarded a grant of money from the Grocery Initiative and 
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other small, independent grocery stores in this State; and (2) make certain information and 

materials available on the Internet website of the Department to assist the growth and development 

of grantees and other grocery stores in this State.  

 Section 5 authorizes the Department to apply for and accept gifts, grants, donations and 

contributions to carry out its duties pursuant to the provisions of sections 2-5.  

 Section 4 of this bill sets forth certain requirements for a grocery store to be eligible to receive 

assistance from the Grocery Initiative.  

 Section 2 of this bill defines “food desert” for the purposes of sections 3 and 5 and the 

provisions of existing law relating to the Department. Section 6 of this bill applies certain 

definitions in existing law relating to the Department to the provisions of sections 2-5.  

 Section 7 of this bill requires the Council to research and develop recommendations relating to 

food insecurity in urban and rural food deserts in this State. Section 9 of this bill requires the 

Council to submit a written report to the 84th Session of the Legislature summarizing this research 

and recommendations. 

 Section 8 of this bill appropriates $10,000,000 to the Department for the Grocery Initiative to 

award grants of money and provide technical assistance and other information to grocery stores in 

this State pursuant to sections 3 and 5.  
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 

SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1.  Chapter 232 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set forth 

as sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this act. 

 Sec. 2.  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, for the purposes of NRS 232.496 

to 232.4969, inclusive, and sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this act, a food desert is a census tract 

that in the immediately preceding census meets one of the following: 

 (a) Poverty standards: 

  (1) At least 20 percent of households within the census tract have a household income 

that falls below the federally designated level signifying poverty; 

  (2) The census tract is not located within a metropolitan statistical area, as defined by the 

United States Office of Management and Budget, and the median family income within the tract 

is 80 percent or less than the median household income in this State; or 

  (3) The census tract is located within a metropolitan statistical area, as defined by the 

United States Office of Management and Budget, and the median family income within the tract 

is 80 percent or less than the greater of the median household income in this State or the median 

family income in the metropolitan statistical area; and 

 (b) Population and food accessibility standards: 
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  (1) The census tract is a rural tract and at least 33 percent of the population of the census 

tract or 500 or more residents of the census tract reside more than 10 miles from the nearest 

grocery store; or 

  (2) The census tract is an urban tract and at least 33 percent of the population of the 

census tract or 500 or more residents of the census tract reside more than 0.5 miles from the 

nearest grocery store.  

 2.  The Council on Food Security may by regulation designate as a food desert one or more 

existing areas that do not meet the requirements set forth in subsection 1 based on data that 

includes, without limitation, poverty levels and access to grocery stores.  

 3.  As used in this section: 

 (a) “Block” means the smallest geographical unit whose boundaries were designated by the 

Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce in its topographically 

integrated geographic encoding and referencing system.  

 (b) “Block group” means a combination of blocks whose numbers begin with the same digit. 

 (c) “Census tract” means a combination of block groups.  

 (d) “Rural tract” means a census tract that is not an urban tract. 

 (e) “Urban tract” means a census tract with a geographic centroid located in an urban area 

designated by the Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of Commerce. 

 Sec. 3.  1.  The Department shall, in coordination with the Council on Food Security, 

establish and administer the Grocery Initiative to award grants of money and provide technical 
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assistance and other information to grocery stores in this State to expand access to healthy foods 

in food deserts and any areas at risk of becoming food deserts in this State.  

 2.  The Department shall, to the extent money is available, award grants of money from the 

Grocery Initiative established pursuant to subsection 1 to a grocery store in this State for: 

 (a) Studies of market and site feasibility; 

 (b) Marketing and promotional materials; 

 (c) Paying the salaries or benefits of persons employed by the grocery store; 

 (d) Paying the rent of the building or making a down payment on the purchase of a building 

or other facility of the grocery store; 

 (e) Purchasing ownership of an existing grocery store to establish a new grocery store; 

 (f) Capital improvements, planning, renovations, land acquisition, demolition or equipment 

purchases; or 

 (g) Any other costs the Department determines are eligible for a grant.  

 3.  In addition to the provisions of subsection 2 and except as otherwise provided in this 

subsection, the Department may award grants of money from the Grocery Initiative to existing 

grocery stores in this State for equipment upgrades. The award of a grant of money pursuant to 

this subsection must prioritize equipment that is energy efficient. The Department may not 

award more than 20 percent of the total amount available in any fiscal year for the Grocery 

Initiative to award grants of money pursuant to this subsection.  

 4.  The Department may establish: 
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 (a) Limitations on the size of grocery stores which are eligible to receive a grant, which may 

include, without limitation, limitations based on the annual revenue or projected revenue of the 

grocery store, the number of full-time employees of the grocery store or the square footage of 

the grocery store; and  

 (b) Priorities for the award of grants from the Grocery Initiative, which may include, without 

limitation, poverty levels and median household income in the area, geographic diversity of the 

area, local ownership, access to grocery stores in the area or any other factors established by 

the Department. 

 5.  The Director may, based upon the recommendations of the Council on Food Security, 

adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of this section. 

 Sec. 4.  A grocery store is eligible to receive assistance from the Grocery Initiative 

established by the Department pursuant to section 3 of this act if the grocery store is an existing 

or planned retail establishment, whether organized for profit or not for profit and whether 

independently owned, cooperatively owned or owned and operated by a local government, 

which: 

 1.  Is principally devoted to the business of selling groceries, including, without limitation, 

fresh fruits and vegetables;  

 2.  In a county whose population is 100,000 or more, derives or will derive not more than 

30 percent of its gross revenue from sales of tobacco and alcohol in any given year;  
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 3.  Accepts or will accept payment from benefits authorized under Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance or the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children 

established by 42 U.S.C. § 1786; and 

 4.  Provides or will provide for the retail sale of a substantial variety of perishable foods, 

including, without limitation, fresh or frozen dairy products and fresh fruits, vegetable, meats, 

poultry and fish.  

 Sec. 5.  1.  To the extent money is available, the Department: 

 (a) Shall provide technical assistance to any person awarded a grant from the Grocery 

Initiative and to other small, independently owned grocery stores in this State to ensure the long-

term viability and business success of the grantee or independent grocery store. The technical 

assistance may include, without limitation, business planning, marketing, financing, supply 

chain management and workforce development assistance.  

 (b) Shall make available on the Internet website of the Department information and 

materials to assist the growth and development of grantees and other grocery stores in this State. 

 (c) May enter into contracts and other lawful agreements with public or private entities to 

carry out the requirements of this section. 

 2.  The Department may apply for and accept gifts, grants, donations and contributions 

from any source to carry out the provisions of sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this act. 

 Sec. 6.  NRS 232.290 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 232.290  As used in NRS 232.290 to 232.4983, inclusive, and sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of 

this act, unless the context requires otherwise: 
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 1.  “Department” means the Department of Health and Human Services. 

 2.  “Director” means the Director of the Department. 

 Sec. 7.  NRS 232.4968 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 232.4968  The Council on Food Security created by NRS 232.4966 shall: 

 1.  Develop, coordinate and implement a food system that will: 

 (a) Partner with initiatives in economic development and social determinants of health; 

 (b) Increase access to improved food resource programs; 

 (c) Increase participation in federal nutrition programs by eligible households; and 

 (d) Increase capacity to produce, process, distribute and purchase food in an affordable and 

sustainable manner. 

 2.  Research and develop recommendations on community gardens and urban farms, which 

must include, without limitation: 

 (a) Examinations of: 

  (1) Local and regional efforts to develop community gardens and urban farms; 

  (2) Regulatory and policy barriers to the development of community gardens and urban 

farms; and 

  (3) The potential effects of community gardens and urban farms on economic development 

in this State; and 

 (b) Recommendations to: 

  (1) Promote the use of community gardens and urban farms in this State;  

  (2) Strengthen local infrastructure for community gardens and urban farms; and 
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  (3) Promote entrepreneurial efforts to develop community gardens and urban farms. 

 3.  Research and develop recommendations relating to food insecurity in urban and rural 

food deserts in this State, which may, without limitation:  

 (a) Include an exploration of: 

  (1) The reasons for current market failures and potential solutions to such market 

failures; 

  (2) Geographic trends relating to food security in urban and rural food deserts; 

  (3) The need for independent grocery stores; and 

  (4) Any disparities in ownership of grocery stores by minority groups, women and persons 

with disabilities. 

 (b) Identify areas in this State at risk of becoming food deserts.  

 4.  Hold public hearings to receive public comment and to discuss issues related to food 

security in this State.  

 [4.] 5.  Serve as a clearinghouse for the review and approval of any events or projects initiated 

in the name of the Plan. 

 [5.] 6.  Review and comment on any proposed federal, state or local legislation and regulation 

that would affect the food policy system of this State. 

 [6.] 7.  Advise and inform the Governor on the food policy of this State. 

 [7.] 8.  Review grant proposals and alternative funding sources as requested by the Director 

to provide recommendations for funding the Plan. 

 [8.] 9.  Develop new resources related to the Plan. 
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 [9.] 10.  Advise, assist and make recommendations to the Director for the creation and 

administration of the Program. 

 [10.] 11.  On or before January 31 of each year submit an annual report to the Director and 

the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau concerning the accomplishments and 

recommendations of the Council concerning food security, including, without limitation, any 

recommendations concerning food deserts, community gardens and urban farms.  

 Sec. 8.  1.  There is hereby appropriated from the State General Fund to the Department of 

Health and Human Services the sum of $10,000,000 for the Grocery Initiative established pursuant 

to section 3 of this act to award grants of money and provide technical assistance and other 

information and materials to grocery stores in this State pursuant to sections 3, 4 and 5 of this act. 

The Department may expend not more than 1 percent of the money appropriated pursuant to this 

section for the administrative costs associated with operating the program. 

 2.  Any remaining balance of the appropriation made by subsection 1 must not be committed 

for expenditure after June 30, 2027, by the entity to which the appropriation is made or any entity 

to which money from the appropriation is granted or otherwise transferred in any manner, and any 

portion of the appropriated money remaining must not be spent for any purpose after September 

17, 2027, by either the entity to which the money was appropriated or the entity to which the 

money was subsequently granted or transferred, and must be reverted to the State General Fund 

on or before September 17, 2027. 

 Sec. 9.  On or before February 1, 2027, the Council on Food Security created by NRS 

232.4966 shall submit to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau for transmittal to the 84th 
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Session of the Legislature a written report summarizing the research and recommendations 

developed by the Council pursuant to subsection 3 of NRS 232.4968, as amended by section 7 of 

this act, relating to food insecurity in urban and rural food deserts in this State.  
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